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Nothing is better than fall in our little piece of heaven….our hometown. 
 

Hello Autumn!  The City of Maples is gorgeous this time of year!  It’s been an outstanding fall 
and first quarter for all of us at the Osage Community Schools.  We have had a lot of learning in 
our classrooms and success in the extra-curricular activities!  We have had great fall vocal and 
band concerts as well.  I want to express our gratitude to all that made our cheerleading, dance 
team, marching band, football, volleyball, and cross country seasons so memorable; and they 
are not over yet!  Best wishes in the quest for the state tournaments to our coaches and ath-
letes. 

Our District’s collaboration with Charles City, New Hampton, and RRMR via the STEM Best 
Grant has helped our Iowa BIG North centers become a reality where students are working on 
projects and tasks set forth by area business partners and allows students real world work expe-
riences.  In addition, over 90% of our classrooms have a business partnership in place where 
businesses come to the school to observe and share about their businesses and the jobs and 
careers they offer.  Staff will be visiting and learning about the businesses we promote and all of 
the good opportunities here in Mitchell County.  Also, many teachers recently were awarded 
Shop on State grants.  It is great to be in a community where people are working together to 
support our school. 

Unfortunately, the leaves are changing and fall turns to winter, which means that snow, ice, 
wind chills, and blizzards all become greater possibilities.  Student and staff safety is the driving 
force in the decision-making process on whether to cancel school, start late, or get out early due 
to weather related circumstances.  Please discuss your plan with your students.  They need to 
know what to do if school is canceled or delayed, or let out early.   

Osage Transportation Director, Bobbie Meyer and I start driving the roads by 5:00 AM 
(sometimes earlier).  We are checking the blacktops and gravel roads for visibility concerns and 
travel conditions across the entire school district.  Please understand that the decision to have 
school or not, is not made lightly.  The decision is made based on current conditions, weather 
forecasts, radar, law enforcement and other neighboring schools data.  We will continue to com-
municate via TV (KIMT/KAAL/KTTC), radio (KCHA stations/KSMA/KISS/KLKK), and the Osage 
Community School website, Facebook page, and via Twitter.  JMC Messaging will also call/
email/text you depending on what you signed up for. 

Thank you for your continued support of the Osage Community School District.  Please feel free 
to contact me with questions or comments at 641-732-5381 or send me an email at bschwam-
man@osage.k12.ia.us.  It’s a great day to be a GREEN DEVIL! 

Barb Schwamman, Superintendent 

Community Pride + 

School Pride =  

PRICELESS 



Lincoln Elementary Leads the Way 
 

September and October have been filled with learn-
ing and exploring through field trips as the weather 
has been very seasonal.  Teachers continue to fo-
cus on teaching strategies that reach every child 
(Daily 5, CAFÉ, Jolly Phonics, ST Math).  We are 
thankful for the service organizations (Lion’s Club, 
Shop on State, Learning Connection, Fire Response 
Team, Big Brother/Big Sister) and their support of 
students at Lincoln Elementary. 

PRESCHOOL  

We learned about the letter /Ee/ this week, intro-
duced many new fall/Halloween themed centers and 
explored music and movement.,  Thank you to the 
fire department for the lessons on fire safety! 

KINDERGARTEN 

It was a busy week for our kindergarten class.  We 
sorted coins using our best detective skills to look at 
each coin.  This is my awesome group of kinder-
gartners during Jolly Phonics.  They are listening 
and learning—I am so proud of them!  Mrs. Camp-
bell 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten students also took MAP tests for the 
first time on their iPads. 

1st GRADE 

Mrs. Klapperich’s WIN group took a scavenger hunt 
for tricky words.  WIN is time for student’s to develop 
reading strategies in small groups. 

First grade students had the opportunity to enjoy the 
fall harvest at Howard & Mabel Buerckley’s farm and 
were able to meet their New Hampton pen pals on 
Friday of Homecom-
ing.  In the spring our 
students will go to visit 
them. 

 

2nd GRADE 

Do you hear that??  SILENCE!!  We love Daily5! 
#engaged.  Daily 5 focuses on creating independ-
ent learners by: read to self, work on writing, read 
to someone, listen to reading, and word work. 

3rd GRADE 

Third Grade students participated 
in the Iowa Healthiest State walk 
with the rest of their Lincoln Ele-
mentary peers and the pictures 
below shoes place winners for 
timed multiplication! 

4th GRADE 

Below is a picture of Mrs. 
Ham thanking Shop on State 
for the grant towards two 
stand up desks, three stools, 
two high top tables with two 
stools each, two long and low 
rectangular tables, twenty 
cushions, two bean bag armchairs, and 24 storage 
cubes.  WOW!  Her students provided input in re-
gard to the furniture that would make their class-
room even better. 

Greg Adams,      
Lincoln Principal 

 

SHOP ON STATE 

GRANT WINNERS! 

 Kindergarten, 
Mrs. Mohl:  $330 
for a new class-
room table and 
book baskets for 
the classroom 
library. 

 Kindergarten, 
Mrs. Campbell:  STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math) toys which are especially 
geared for the areas of architecture and science. 

 2nd Grade, Mrs. McRoberts:  $500 to update the 
classroom library for Daily 5 and indoor recess. 

 Music, Mrs. Thorson:  African drums to provide 
variety in music education 



Top of  Iowa  Conference  

Volleyball CHAMPS (8—0) 

OSAGE ATHLETICS CONTINUES EXCITING STREAK FOR 2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

Fall is the season of change—-changing maple leaves, changing temperatures, and changing faces in the school 
hallway and in our athletics. 

Gone is summer where our Green devils completed admirably in both baseball and softball.  Both teams had great 
successes on the field, including the softball team taking home the Riceville Wildcat Invite.  Many individuals were 
also awarded for their athletics.  The following student-athletes were voted by area coaches as standouts: 

 First Team All Conference Baseball:  Caleb Bushbaum & Trevor Olson 

 Second Team All Conference Baseball:  Hunter Wagner & Ben Grimm 

 Honorable Mention All Conference Baseball:  Nathan Bushbaum 

 Second Team All Conference Softball:  Autumn O’Malley, Joslyn Perrin, & Kourtney Chambers 

 Honorable Mention All Conference Softball:  Destiny Thompson 

 All District Softball:  Joslyn Perrin 

Fall sports seasons will soon be wrapping up.  As of the last poll, the girls XC team ranked 6th in class 2A and the 
volleyball team was ranked 14th in class 3A.  A senior-heavy boys XC team is looking to make some noise as they 
continue to work towards their goal of qualifying for state.  Week by week the football players and coaches are work-
ing hard towards taking down the staff competition in class 2A District 2. 

We understand that sometimes you won’t be able to make it out to cheer with our 18-member cheerleading squad at 
football games but we can still get you score updates for football, volleyball, and XC meets!  Give @OsageAthletics a 
follow on Twitter.  Each and every varsity level contest will be tweeted live in game time. 

Upcoming Dates As We Transition From Fall to 
Winter Sports Seasons 

 Oct. 19:  Regional Volleyball Clear Lake @ Osage—7:00 PM 

 Oct. 20:  District Cross Country @ Garner Golf & Country Club, 
Garner—4:00 PM 

 Oct. 21:  Final Home Football Game vs. GHV—7:30 PM 

 Oct. 25:  Regional Volleyball vs TBD @ Osage—7:00 PM 

 Oct. 29:  State XC at Fort Dodge 

 Oct. 30:  Winter Sports Parent’s Meeting—6:00 PM HS Gym 

 Oct. 31:  Regional Volleyball Final vs TBD @ North Fayette 
HS—7:00 PM 

  All Osage Athletics:  @OsageAthletics Volleyball:  @OsageVolleyball Boys XC:  @OsageXC   

Twitter:   Football:  @Osage FB   Girls XC:  @og_xc   Boys Basketball @Osagebball  

  Girls Basketball:  @osageGBB  Wrestling:  @Owrestling 



Three Cheers for the Lincoln PTO!!! 
 

A HUGE shout-out and thank you to the Lincoln Elementary PTO and 
Amy Johnson, for completing a Live Healthy Iowa Kids-Mini Grant!  
Thanks to them, Lincoln Elementary was awarded a $100 mini-grant for 
the Annual Healthiest State Initiative Walk!  This check was provided for 
our faculty and students active participation in the Healthiest State Walk! 

DuPont Pioneer Giving Program  

$5,000 Grant Awarded 

Congratulations to the Osage Agriculture/FFA program as they 
were the proud recipients of a $5,000 check to be used for a 
Learning Greenhouse Complex.  These funds will be used to-
wards the construction of a Greenhouse on the school grounds 
to assist students in their understanding of plant development 
and maturation, the effects of certain environmental factors, 
etc.  A true project-based learning experience coming to life. 

National Merit Scholarship  

Semi-Finalist 
 

David Curha 
 

Congratulations to Senior David Curha 

who is currently a semi-finalist for the 

prestigious National Merit Scholarship! 

College Fair Held at OHS 

for Area HS Students 

 

Area High School students had the unique oppor-
tunity to participate in a College Fair that was host-
ed at the Osage High School Gym.  Students were 
able to walk around to numerous college and uni-
versity tables to speak with representatives about 
the different offerings that could be available to 
them in the near future.   

Osage students were provided a bag to collect in-
formational materials from the college tables they 
visited and were provided with a sheet of potential 
questions they could ask.   



High School Happenings 

As we near the end of the 1st quarter, I feel it’s important to talk 
about all the exciting and wonderful things happening.  Our Iowa 
BIG north program is off and running strong.  Students have now 
taken on 2-3 major projects each from the project pool and are 
working with students from the other three school districts.  Lt. 
Governor Kim Reynolds paid Osage a visit to see how things were 
progressing with our new initiative.  Mr. Finn will be going for al-
most a full week of immersion training in Cedar Rapids to add to 
his current skills in this area. 

The fall sports season is winding down and we will soon be headed 
into the post season.  The Osage Volleyball team is currently 
ranked 14th in 2A and won the TIC East Conference Tournament.  
They will be playing Clear Lake in the first round at home on Octo-
ber 19th. Come out and support them as they make a run for the 
state tournament.   

The Osage Girls XC team is currently ranked 4th in 2A and will be 
fighting for a chance to qualify for the state tournament as a team 
for the third year in a row.  Both the boys and girls cross country 
teams won the TIC East Conference meet this year and will be 
competing at Districts in Garner on October 20th.  Please come out 
and watch them run. 

Some other things happening in the high school this month are:  a 
dozen students participated in the Ed Thomas Leadership Summit, 
over half of the high school students went to the Mitchell County 
Fall College Fair, all of the freshmen went on a field trip to NIACC 
to explore potential careers, the Business Law class observed a 
real Mitchell County trail at the new courthouse, eleven choir stu-
dents were chosen to perform at the TIC Conference Honor Choir 
at NIACC, and high school senior David Curha is currently a semi-
finalist for the National Merit Scholarship. 

Lastly, we have many exciting activities and competitions coming 
up!  1) Our Model UN will be spending a day at North Butler with 
other area school students learning more about the United Nations 
and the countries they are representing.  2) Osage FFA students 
are leaving this week for the Nation Convention and competition  3) 
Our DECA students will be going to and competing in a District 
competition/conference.  Please wish all the competitors good luck 
as they prepare for these events. 

Tim Hejhal, HS Principal 

Osage School Board Members attended 

an IASB training in Charles City. 



#Picture Success @ OMS 

The end of the first quarter is fast approaching and will come 
to a close on October 21st.  We all feel grades are important, 
but also know that social skills, kindness, work ethic, and atti-
tude are key components in becoming a successful middle 
school student.  We hear a lot about teaching children to be 
kind and compassionate toward each other, but what does 
that look like in the middle school?  Consider these ideas for 
encouraging your child to show kindness and compassion. 

When you ask your tween what he did in school today, you 
could also ask about acts of kindness.  Maybe he smiled at a 
classmate who seemed nervous during a presentation, or 
perhaps a friend invited a less popular classmate to join their 
lunch table.  Then, tell him or her about compassionate peo-
ple you encountered throughout your schooling or worker ex-
periences. 

Feeling accepted is important for all middle school students.  
Here is advice that can make it easier to navigate the chang-
ing social scene.  Be approachable.  Tell your child to think of 
everyone he or she meets as a potential friend.  By smiling 
and saying hi in the halls or cafeteria, he could strike up con-
versations with people he may want to spend more time with. 

The first part of the school year is important for our middle 
school students to identify and build relationships with fells 
students  The first part of the school year is very busy in the 
classroom with on-going curriculum too.  I will share a few 
things that have taken place the last month at Osage Middle 
School. 

Our 7th and 8th grade Art Exploratory has just wrapped up 
our first 7-week rotation.  Students have completed a variety 
of projects that teach them about art elements and principles.  
Projects included:  About Me Portraits, a footed bowl based 
on Egyptian art, scratch board art, perspective drawings, 
graffiti art, and slab bow building.  The 7th & 8th grade indus-
trial tech classes have been using the laser engraver, vinyl 
cutter, and CNC router for the last 7 weeks creating a multi-
tude of projects. 

Middle School English classes have focused on Latin and 
Greek suffixes and prefixes and learning how to decode the 
meaning of unknown words based on their affixes and root 
words.  They have just moved into narratives-writing a short 
story.  The goal is to share their stories with the residents at 
the senior center for feedback.. 

Mrs. Brown’s 6th grade Reading classes have been reading 
the novel “Flush,” which students have loved!  In Mrs. 
Brown’s Social Studies, they are learning about U.S. Govern-
ment, the Constitution, Bill of Rights, and the Branches of 
Government. 

Mr. Campbell’s classes presented their PBL projects on re-
imagining their classroom for collaborative learning and the 
Read and Ride program.  Some of the presentations will be 
submitted to the school board for their consideration.  Pro-
posals written by students for Shop on State grants money 
were accepted, and the students are now prioritizing their 
ideas and developing their plans to creatively invest the dol-
lars received to provide the most learning impact for the 
classroom. 

Mrs. Mayer’s classes have been doing 
team challenges during home base as 
part of their PBL implementation.  In small 
groups the challenges have been to stack 
cups using a rubber band attached to 
strings instead of using their hands.  An-
other challenge was to write the word 
TEAM with a marker but each member 
had a string attached to the marker.  The 
team of four then had to manipulate the 
marker by way of their strings to write the 
word.  The last challenge was the Marsh-
mallow Challenge and that’s where they 
tried to build the tallest tower they could 
using spaghetti, some string, and some 
tape but the tower need to support a 
marshmallow on top.  All of these activi-
ties encourage the members to work to-
gether in order to be successful.  It’s been 
a learning experience for everyone in-
volved.   

These are just a few of the many activities 
that are taking place at the Osage Middle 
School. 

Jay Marley, MS Principal 



Highlights of   

Homecoming Week 

2016 


