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HAPPY FALL TO ALL!! 

What a wonderful start it has been to the 2016-2017 school year!  Thank you to all who are sup-
porting our school whether through a business/school partnership, through attending school 
events, by joining the Booster Club, hosting team meals, or by reading and doing homework with 
your children.  There are many wonderful things going on in the Osage Community School. 

Also, thank you to all who participated in the school board and school bond elections, as we had high voter turnout 
with 1260 votes cast.  The Osage School Board and Build Our Future Committee will go back to the table and discuss 
what our next options are.  The bond issue failure doesn’t mean that we did not a good plan; it just means it wasn’t 
good enough for the 60% that is needed to pass a bond issue.  We want your feedback especially if you have ways to 
make the project better!  Please watch for a survey to come home in the upcoming weeks that we would like all dis-
trict patrons to fill out. 

Enjoy the beautiful fall weather and our beautiful town.  Osage is a great place, to work, shop, and live!!   

GO BIG GREEN!!! 

Barb Schwamman 

Superintendent 

Welcome to the Board  

of Education 

ANGELA NASSTROM 

On  September 13, 2016 the community of Osage 

came out to vote on two issues.  The school bond 

issue and to elect a new director to the Board of 

Education. 

We are excited to have Angela Nasstrom join the 

Board and continue to support the mission of the 

Osage Community School District. 

Congratulations Angela!  It is a good day to be a 

Green Devil indeed! 

NEW YEAR + NEW FACULTY 

The Osage Community Schools is excited to have the following new addi-

tions to join our team.  Pictured from left to right:  Jackie Muller, Preschool; 

Ryan Huffman, Middle School Social Studies; Kali Hunziker, 5th Grade; Con-

nie Ryan, Middle School Special Education; Mapi Rubio, Spanish; Taylor 

Johnston, High School Math; Melissa Moretz, High School Ag & FFA; Chris 

Kyhl, High School Math; and Megan Neuendorf, High School Math.  Not pic-

tured, but also new to the district is Mary Asleson, Food Service. 

Welcome to the Green Devil Family!!! 

SHOUT OUT TO  

KEITH EMERSON!! 

 
Thank you Keith Emerson 
for your willingness to step 
up as our Green Devil mas-
cot!!  Your Green Devil 
spirit is GREATLY appreciat-
ed by the district and the 
community!!! 



High School Happenings 

We’ve had a great start to the school year.  The students 
were excited and had lots of positive remarks about the 
new paint in the hallways, locker rooms, and bathrooms.  
There was even more excitement about the new toilet 
paper and paper towel dispensers throughout the MS 
and HS. 

Some other important highlights are as follows: 

 The theme at the HS this year is “Rising to the Chal-
lenge.”  our HS student Council did a funny and yet 
informative skit to kick off the school year. 

 Our Iowa Big North program is off and running.  Cur-
rently we have 10 Osage students and a total of 37 
from all four area schools involved in this year long 
program.   

 The students just finished up taking their first set of 
MAP assessments this year.  Staff will use this data to 
determine whether their students are and will be ad-
justing/designing lessons based on student’s 
strengths and weaknesses. 

 Michelle Dohlman, our HS Guidance Counselor, 
attended the 2nd Top of Iowa Conference (TIC) Lead-
ership Summit with five students on Sept. 14th.  Stu-
dent leaders learned about leadership, followership, 
and team building.  They also started an action plan 
for a TIC community service project. 

 This year the TIC will again be doing conference  PLC’s 
in the following areas:  Math, ELA, Science, Social 
Studies, and Foreign Language.  We are also adding 
At-Risk, Physical Education, and Art.  These groups 
have been well received by our staff as they get a 
chance to collaborate and work with content specific 
teachers from the other schools in our conference.  

 We are also having lots of success in our Fall Activi-
ties!  If  you haven’t had a chance to come watch, our 
students and coaches would love to see you there. 

 

Tim Hejhal 

HS Principal 

The Osage Girls XC Team had the  
opportunity to run at Iowa State’s 

Cross Country Course!   
 

What a great opportunity to run at 
one of our state Universities!! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

SENIOR DAVID CURHA!! 

David has been selected 

a finalist for the  

National Merit  

Scholarship! 

Iowa BIG North gets a visit from 

Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds last week! 



 

The Crossing Guard Tradition 

The crossing guard tradition has been around for decades 
within the Osage School District.  Elementary students who 
live close to Lincoln Elementary may be selected to complete 
this duty come rain, shine, or snow!  The 4th grader and   
two substitutes selected quickly learn the importance of 
being on time, wearing proper safety attire, and assisting 
their fellow classmates to ensure their safe crossing. 

This year’s crossing guard is Maddox Cockrum, son of Chris 
and Crystal Cockrum.  Dawson Arickx and Addison William-
son will serve as substitutes.   

Please be sure to give a friendly wave to the crossing guard 
to let them know you appreciate all that they do, and please 
be especially mindful of the important work they do for our 
school and students! 

Iowa BIG North Takes Off 

For Some Osage HS Students 

Iowa what??  Iowa BIG.  Iowa Big North to be precise.  A new offering to Osage High School Students that expands the collaboration horizon 

into new areas.  Iowa BIG North joins four north Iowa school districts, Charles City, New Hampton, Rudd-Rockford-Marble Rock, and our 

very own Osage Green Devils.  Students participate in the Iowa Big course in the afternoon at the Osage Municipal Utilities where they have 

the opportunity to explore a variety of areas they are passionate about and how they can develop outbound projects that are meant to 

help their community or a non-profit they would like to form.   There are three tenets that provide the foundation for Iowa BIG:  passion, 

service to others, and interdisciplinary.   

Teacher Matt Finn, who is spearheading this new endeavor with support from teachers Brent Jennings and Ryan McInRoy, is excited to see 

the possibilities and ideas that students are developing.  Currently, Iowa BIG has been graciously allowed to meet and work in the upstairs 

portion of the Osage Municipal Utilities.  Community partnerships at its finest! 

Bump, Set, Spike….Dang Right!! 

Pictured above are members of the Osage Girls Volleyball Team!  

Setting the pace for an amazing season, the Var-

sity Team debuted against neighboring district 

St. Ansgar and ran away with a 3—0 set victory!  

Be sure to come and cheer on these female ath-

letes as they continue their season! 

5th Grade Experiences “INSPIRE” Day 

Osage 5th Grade students had the opportunity to experience 

“INSPIRE” Day at the Borlaug Farm, on Friday, Sept. 16th.  INSPIRE 

day provides pre-learning opportunities for students in the class-

room before they even set foot on the farm.  This foundation of 

learning sets the stage for hands on learning activities the day 

they arrive.  The overall purpose is to provide students an in-

depth understanding of what Norman Borlaug truly did for the 

world and to “inspire” them to do the same! 

What an amazing sight as over 300 5th graders say the Pledge of  

Allegiance and look up to their flag. 

Linc the Lion gives the  
BEST hugs!!! 



 

Rising Up to the Challenge 

The Osage Boys XC Team is ready to rise up to the challenge as 

they embark on another exciting year!  Come out to support the XC 

team this year! 

It’s a Club-a-palooza!! 

OHS students have the very unique opportunity to engage in 
a variety of clubs while they are in High School.  Each club is 
voluntary but gives students a chance to experience some-
thing they never have before or to further an interest they 
already have.  Below is a list of different clubs available and a 
very brief description.  Be sure to ask your student today if 
they are or will be participating in one of these exciting 
meetings! 

 Art Club:  Open to any HS student who enjoys being cre-
ating a providing service to the community.  Art club ac-
tivities include:  homecoming face painting, bookmark 
making, murals and other art related activities. 

 Book Club:  A place to read and discuss books of your 
choice. 

 DECA:  Business organization with a focus on marketing, 
entrepreneurship, finance, and leadership (Sophomore, 
Junior, & Senior Students only).  

 Educator’s Rising:  For those interested in becoming a 
teacher!  This club organizes and facilitates two after-
school events for elementary students in addition to job 
shadowing and assisting teachers. 

 Fashion Club:  Exposure to a variety of activities ranging 
from decorating the winter formal, ,asking collages, or 
discussing your favorite red-carpet looks! 

 FFA:  An organizational club that focuses on career devel-
opment, agriculture skills development, volunteering, 
team building, and leadership. 

 I.T. Club:  Provides opportunities to explore coding, ro-
botics, and digital media!  If you really want to dive in 
then there is the possibility of a Cyber Defense Team to 
learn to protect against hackers.  Also includes a final 
competition at Iowa State University on a Friday/
Saturday in the spring. 

 Model UN:  If you like to debate controversial topics, 
Model UN may be a good fit for you!  Will discuss timely 
global topics of an economic, social, political, and scien-
tific nature.  Provides both fall and spring conferences for 
participants! 

 Speech:  For students who love to perform for an audi-
ence!  This club will compete in contests all over the 
state, in categories such as Acting, Musical Theater, Sto-
rytelling, Improvisation, Mime, Poetry, and many more!!  
Ability to participate as part of a group or individually! 

 United:  A group for student who want to associate with 
their peers in a safe environment away from the pres-
sures of teen socialization.  This group will sponsor 
events, do community service projects, travel to inter-
esting place, and have fun while doing it! 

 Chess Club:  Open to any student who is interested and 
enjoys the game of Chess or for any student looking to 
learn the game!   

CHECK OUT A CLUB TODAY!!! 

MAP = Measures of Academic Progress 

During this past month students K-12 have been busy participating in 
their first MAP test.  MAP tests or “Measures of Academic Progress” are 
the newest form of standards based grading for schools.  The unique 
piece about MAP testing, however, is that the assessment is personal-
ized based on each student’s learning level—precisely measuring stu-
dent progress and growth for each individual (NWEA, 2016). 

Osage Schools is excited to be able to offer this power individualized 
assessment tool.  Other key features include: 

 Ability to inform instruction using valid, reliable, and real-time data. 

 Measure the growth of every student over time regardless of on, 
above, or below grade level performance—and even if standards 
change. 

 Engage students and families in goal-setting. 

 Create and reinforce evidence-informed instructional practices. 

 Evaluate programs and identify professional development needs. 

 Compare and predict student achievement and growth over time via 
exclusive normative and growth information. 

If parents would like even more additional information about MAPs 
tests, please feel free to visit:  https://www.nwea.org/assessments/
map/  



#Picture Success @ OMS 

The school year is off and running.  It’s hard to believe that we are coming up on the halfway point to the first quar-
ter; mid-terms are set for Sept. 22nd.  The purpose of this letter is to provide busy parents with practical ideas that 
promote school success, parent involvement, and sharing with you all the great things at Osage Middle School. 

 When your middle grader brings home a graded test or assignment, first ask what he or she learned rather than 
what grade they received.  You’ll send the message that it’s not just his or her grades that count-it’s also the 
effort he or she puts into his or her education what he or she gets out of it.  Plus, his or her answer may lead to 
an interesting discussion. 

 Research shows that most tweens would like to talk more with their parents about school-work.  Ask your child 
to share what they’re learning in his or her classes.  Be specific.  “What kind of math problems did you do to-
day?” or “Tell me about the science experiment you did in lab today.” 

The Osage 5th grade students are off to a fast start to the school year.  In Social Studies they have been busy learn-
ing about Native Americans, their culture, and how they adapted to their surroundings.  In Reading they have incor-
porated the Daily 5 structure into their reading block.  Math classes have been working on arrays, factors, divisibility, 
also time tests for addition facts.  They also took a field trip to the Norman Borlaug Farm; participating in “Inspire 
Day.” 

The Osage 6th grade students have been busy in visual art classes with learning to increase observation skills and 
implementation of a creative image.  The Reading classes have been reading the novel “Flush” and doing activities 
with the book to go along with their environmental unit in Science.  The 6th grade Social Studies have been doing a 
lot of geography work learning about maps, the United States and learning their abbreviations.  English students are 
working on two different project-based learning activities; one section is researching ways we can upgrade their 
classroom for different types of learning, and the other two sections are researching how and what happens in the 
brain during exercise and how it improves learning (especially reading).  They each are forming an action plan for 
incorporating what they’re learning into how their classroom looks and operates. 

Our 7th and 8th grade technology classes have been discussing internet safety and ethical use of technology.  The 
7th grade Reading, Social Studies, and Science partnered up for Science PBL Olympics to kick off the year.  On the 
English side of things, students have wrote, produced, and published mini-commercials in conjunction with their Sci-
ence PBL Olympic Success.  Commercials had to advertise/
inform the audience about their sport and then present them to 
their peers.  On the science end of PBL student provided infor-
mation on the kinesiology, kinetic and potential energy and how 
physics impacts their nontraditional Olympic sport.  Students 
also contact Olympians via email or Google Hangout for their 
information.  The social studies side researched different cities 
where the Olympic games took place and created brochures to 
display information about the city.  Students also viewed differ-
ent races and events where records were broken.   

In Ag, 8th graders designed and presented an Aquaponics sys-
tem.  This project was a result of our school receiving a grant to 
learn, present, and design these sustainable systems—we were 
one of twenty in the nation! 

8th Grade Students 

Presenting their Aqua-

ponics Systems to a 

Team of Adults 



Green Devil Family Indeed….. 
Members of the Osage Girls Cross Country Team took time to visit fellow cross 

country teammate Corin Johanns who is at home recovering from a serious inju-

ry.  Shout out to our girls and their coach for their demonstration of what it 

means to truly be a Green Devil!! 

Friday Night Lights!!! 

Come On Out 

Come one, come all; just come on out to support 

the Mighty Green Devils and to hear our Mighty 

Marching Band!!  You will not be disappointed 

watching the talent of some of our finest youth! 

Senior Night for Marching 

Band Members! 

THANK YOU to the community 

members who took time out of their 

busy schedules to attend the Com-

munity Meetings and Building 

Tours.  No matter what your final 

vote, you took the time to learn and 

see for yourself; and for that we 

thank you! 



Engagement in the Elementary 

Below are some general highlights that are taking place in the Elementary 

Building! 

 We will seek formal PBIS training through the AEA.  This will align with 
our PRIDE system and allow greater support from the AEA. 

 Thank you to everyone who participated in the Build Our Future Com-
mittee.  Much time was spent in assessing the future needs of our 
school district.  The vote did not pass and the committee will assess a 
future direction. 

 Highlights from the classroom: 

 OMU Trees Forever with 3rd Grade 

 4th Grade to Farm Safety Camp 

 Girls Scouts “Girl Talks” was held for girls to learn about the 
organization. 

 Grade 3 to the County Health Fair at the CRC Events Center 

 Backpack Program:  KP-8th grade is available through the 
Northeast Iowa Food Bank of Waterloo. 

 Playground:  We will begin to select equipment for installation in the 
summer of 2017. 

Greg Adams 

Elementary Principal 

   

Pictured to the left are 3rd Grade students finishing in the top six of their 

first multiplication timed test in Mr. Gast’s room! 

Osage Schools 2016-2017 Board of Education 

Pictured L to R:  Rick Sletten, President; Brenda Johanns, Director; Todd Frein, 

Director; Angela Nasstrom, Director; and Laura Potter, Vice-President. 

Thank a Board Member today!! 


