Green Connection
KEEPING FAMILIES CONNECTED EDUCATIONALLY

Schwamman’s Snippets
By now many of you have
heard that well over 400
citizens signed a petition
that was brought to the
school board and that the
Osage School Board has
decided to move forward
with the school improvement projects and has set
the bond election vote for
April 4, 2017. The bond
is for $9.9 million and
would raise taxes at a
maximum of a $1.82 per
$1000 of net taxable evaluations to make school infrastructure improvements
across the district. Polls
will be open from 7 AM- 8
PM with the voting to occur at City Hall and Our
Saviors Lutheran Church.
Eligible voters must be at
least 18 years old and
must be a resident of the
Osage Community School
District. You may request
an absentee ballot or you
may go and vote at the
auditor’s office in the
courthouse, at your
convenience as the ballots are printed and
ready!
It is important to use the
right figures when calculating what your tax increase
would be. You need to use
the NET Taxable Value,
(not the assessed value)

and then multiply it by
0.00182. We are happy to
help you with any questions
you may have as we want
you to know what it would
cost you and your
family to make these improvements.
You will have many opportunities to learn more about
the proposed remodeling
and construction that the
$20 million project entails
(9.9 million from property
taxes, and 10.1 million by
borrowing against future
SAVE and PPEL accounts).
House meetings are happening across the district in
many neighborhoods this
month. Town hall meetings
will happen in all our communities (Osage, Mitchell,
Orchard, New Haven,

Little Cedar, Meroa on Sunday, April 2nd. Community
Meetings will take place at
Osage MS/HS on Monday,
March 20 at 6:30 pm and
Tuesday, March 28th 6:30
pm. Daycare will be provided so that parents with
young children can attend
and learn as well. We will
give tours of the facilities
and representatives from
Piper Jaffray and WWA Architects will be on hand to
answer questions.
Members of the Build Our
Future Committee are also
available to come speak to
your civil or social group.
Please contact the school
to set up a tour, a speaker,
or to have your questions
answered.
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The PTO Carnival is
scheduled for February 24
at the CRC. Kindergarten
Roundup is set for March
22 & 23. We are also
planning an open house in
March, so more information on that will be
coming soon. The Build
Our Future is scheduled
for April 4. I encourage
everyone to attend up-

coming meetings to learn
about the projects and financing. We continue to look
forward, designing a new
playground around potential
building additions. Academically, we are reviewing our
schedule to make efficient,
effective use of our time. We
will explore
Daily 5/CAFE reading strate-

gies and the possibility of
ST Math for more grade
levels. This would include
necessary professional development for some current
teachers and those that will
be joining us in the fall.
Please enjoy the learning
activities that are shown for
the different grade levels at
Lincoln Elementary.

.

MAP testing
on the iPads in
Mrs. Janet
Larrison’s
classroom.

Face Timing
Abbie
Wiebbecke
Johnson today
on the farm!!
We got see
how they shear
a sheep!
.

We were working on area
(figuring out how to cover an
entire white board), weight
(using a pan balance), and large
numbers (counting every single
unifex cube). It was a lot of fun!
-Mrs. Sarah Klapperich
We are coding with BluBots to
practice our spelling words. Mrs. Sheila Moritz

Mrs. Sarah Campbell’s class beats
the winter blues
with a beach party

The afternoon class enjoying
their "Bring a Bear and Book
to School" day

Learning through play is what we Math fun... we are getting realdo in preschool ! Love capturing ly good at adding groups tothese moments throughout our gether, and even subtracting!!!
-Mrs. Brandi Malmin
days!-Mrs. Jackie Muller
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I’d like to share a few things that have taken place
recently at Osage Middle School along with some
upcoming plans.
Our 3rd quarter midterm was on February 8th with
parent-teacher conferences from 4-8 pm on Thursday, February 9th and Tuesday, February 14th.
Something new for us this year is that our 5th graders held their project fair during the February 9th
parent-teacher conferences.
th

th

On February 14 , our 5 grade classes attended a
Valentine dinner party that was held at the Legion
and was prepared and hosted by their parents.
Our 5th grade art students are learning about John
James Audubon. He was an amazing American artist. His life was full of exciting adventures and his
dream of creating a book with all the birds in
America took him 25 years to complete. In fifth
grade, we not only learned how he used art and
science to create such a book, we also tried our
hand at drawing with pen and ink.
Our 6th grade art students have been learning
about the effects of color.
In art class, students have been mixing various
colors with only the primary. Often they ask “why
do I need to know how to make the color green
etc.”? Color influences our lives daily. From the
clothes we wear, the wallpaper we put on phones,
to how we choose what we want to eat. Color has a
huge impact on our economy. Businesses really
do understand the value of color and our pocket
books. Here is a great site to watch: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=nX0DHd5QNS8. Students also are taking a look how they can take
something that is real and transform it into something abstract, both in design and color.

also worked on converting units and solving proportions. Students also learned how to set up
and solve proportions to solve word problems
and find missing lengths in similar figures. Math
8 students took it further and used proportions to
solve problems involving percents, learn about
simple interest loans, and learn about commission.
In Pre-Algebra, students have been learning a bit
about geometry and three-dimensional figures. Students have been finding surface areas
of various types of prisms and will be learning
about surface areas of cylinders, pyramid, cones,
and spheres. They then will be finding the volumes of all of the above three-dimensional
shapes. Students will be applying these skills to
real world problems at the end of the unit.
The Reading and English departments are once
again teaming up to implement a PBL unit with
our 8th graders. The unit is titled "The Power of
Literature, the Power of You" and challenges students to identify a problematic area, or an area
they would like to see change occur, that correlates with a passion or interest they have. From
this, they conduct research on their topic, read
fiction and non-fiction literature, assemble a
presentation educating their audience, and implement a call to action that demonstrates the
change they wish to see.
On Saturday, February 11th, our 5-8 band students performed a solo in front of judges. We
earned 86 superior ratings, 27 excellent ratings,
2 good ratings, and 13 students were honored as
outstanding performers. It was a good day and
all of our students should be commended.

The 6th graders are practicing for the math bee
contest held in April at the AEA. Thank you to Mrs.
Mayer who volunteers her time to help with this
and has done this for many years.

Our Middle School Staff is in the beginning stages of planning a May Term activity. Students will
get to choose one project base activity and two
mini courses during the last 4-5 days of school.

Our 7th and 8th grade middle school students have
been working hard in math, either learning new
skills or reviewing old skills that will be helpful in
future math and science classes. In Algebra,
eighth graders have been solving, writing equations for, and graphing linear equations and inequalities. These skills will be very useful in Geometry, Algebra II, and other high school math courses.

Jay Marley, Midd;e School

In Math 7 and Math 8, students have just finished a
unit involving ratio and proportions. Students reviewed how to write ratios and find rates, but they
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5th grade students/staff
were treated to a Valentine
Luncheon on February 14th
at the American Legion in
Osage. Parents of students
provided, set up, decorated,
and served a wonderful
lunch to all. Students came
dressed up for the event in
dress clothes. Many a tie
was seen on the boys. Sessions were held with classroom teachers prior to the
event. Topics were: tying a
tie, manners, place settings,
history of Valentine's Day
and the making of old fashioned valentines.
Thank you to everyone who
helped in any way to provide this fun opportunity for
kids.

5th Grade Project Fair

On Thursday, February 9, the Osage Middle School Cafeteria was “buzzing” with excitement
as 5th graders had a chance to show off their research projects. Bees, WW II, Babe Ruth,
Wright Brothers, Volcanoes, and Lung Cancer were just a few of the topics showcased by 65
fifth graders. Students of Mrs. Muller, Ms. Hunziker and Mrs. Christensen began work with
their students right after returning from Christmas break. Students chose a topic of interest
and began the research process. Various forms of media were used to gain facts. Students
worked on note taking, writing paragraphs, and the creation of a bibliography. Students
chose a visual to showcase their project and also did a presentation to their class members
as well as to those in attendance at the show. Thanks to everyone who helped put the show
together and to those who came to view the hard work done by the students.
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Dear Osage Families:
I hope everything is going well for all of you and here’s hoping/wishing we are in the home stretch for
this winter.
Here are a few of the many things happening at Osage High School.
1. It has been officially decided that both the HS & MS students and staff will finish the Osage 2016-17 school year with a May-Term. As I
stated in my last Green Connection article, our school has been moving toward doing more project based learning. The May term in provide an
opportunity to do more of these things with our students. We really feel that our students will enjoy these learning/hands on opportunities.
Both the MS and HS staffs have been working hard preparing their courses and curriculum for this exciting last week of school. I will continue
to share more about this endeavor with all of you as we get closer.
2. I want to congratulate our winter sports teams on very successful seasons. I also want to recognize our large group speech contestants and
their state ratings below. These students under the direction of Ms. Lisa Garrelts had an outstanding year. The group continues to grow and get
better every year.
State Speech Results: Below are the students that receive a State Large Group Speech Contest at Dubuque Senior on Feb. 11 th
Ensemble Acting: Sara Murphy, Hailey Gentz - Division 1
Ensemble Acting: Laurel Burrington, Matthew Klaes, and Matt Huisman. - Division 2
Group Improv: Sara Murphy, Garrett Maakestad, Laurel Burrington, Julia Ringhofer - Division 1
Readers Theater: Alexa Maakestad, Rhianna Folkerts, Gillian Johanns, Claire Sullivan, Corin Johanns, Lauren Nasstrom, Joan Grimm, and Desiree Chanel - Division 2
Chorale Reading: Alexa Maakestad, Rhianna Folkerts, Gillian Johanns, Claire Sullivan, Lauren Nasstrom, Joan Grimm, Desiree Chanel, Alex
Gentz, Autumn O'Malley, Allison Jacobs, and Tayler Adams - Division 2
Short Film: Macy Ott, Hannah Mauser, Tayler Adams, Matt Huisman, Jenna Plotzke, Allison Jacobs, Corin Johanns, Tori Scott, Sadie Clayton, Kate Mostek, Brenna Jacobs, Madi Johnson, Michelle Wright, Jacy Hovde, and Garrett Meitner- Division 1
In addition to these honors: Osage had one group that qualified for All-State. The Ensemble Acting group: Sara Murphy & Hailey Gentz.
Being selected for the All-State festival is a huge honor. It is essentially being in the top 5% of all performers in the state, regardless of school
size. It is a very big honor!
3. Another student activity that continues to have lots of success is our Osage DECA students. “ DECA”

is an international association of high school and college students and teachers of marketing, management, and entrepreneurship in
business, finance, hospitality, and marketing sales and service. The organization prepares leaders and entrepreneurs for careers and education in these fields. The Osage DECA student recently competed at the District DECA competition. There were 46 students competing and they ended up bringing home a lot of hardware! Congratulations to Mr. Smith and the following students on their awards. They go on to the State competition on Feb 26th and 27th!
Principles of Business and Administration
Hotel and Lodging Manage(Osage sweep all places)
ment
1st Place: Alex Swenson
2nd Place: Brock Jennings
3rd Place: Olivia Dodd
Honorable Mentions: Anna Miller, Gillian Johanns, Sammi Scharper and Wesley Smith

Principles of Marketing (Osage sweep all
places)

1st Place: Katelynn Mostek
2nd Place: Caleb Ring
3rd Place: Erin Miller
Honorable Mention: Klaire Chisholm, Laurel
Burrington, Corin Johanns, and Lindsay Hemann

2nd Place: Matthew Klaes
3rd Place: Ben Grimm
Honorable Mention: Alexa
Maakestad

Retail Merchandising
1st Place: Justin Marcy
Honorable Mention: Garrett Maakestad

Buying and Merchandising Team

1st Place: Emmi Taets and Joslyn Perrin

Hospitality Services Team

2nd Place: Hannah Sauve and Taylor Spitz

Sports and Entertainment Marketing
2nd Place: Drew Olson and Ben Huftalin

Travel and Tourism Team

Accounting Applications
1st Place: David Curha

4. In closing, as we move out of the winter season and into the spring I want to encourage all our students to get involved in some type of activity. Parents please encourage your kids to take a risk and get involved. There are plenty of opportunities to do this and the rewards are endless.
Studies show that students who are involved in activities have higher GPA’s, better attendance,
better graduation rates. In addition, these students overall do better as they transition out of high
school and into the real world.
Respectfully,
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Green Apple Award
The Osage Green Devils Green Apple Award is given
each month to an employee in the Osage School District who exhibits the qualities of positivity and going
above and beyond for our kids!
It is our attitude and example in the classroom that propels our students to unexpected heights. As stated by
John Quincy
Adams.

Congratulations
February Winners!

“If your actions inspire others to dream

Erin Bremer

more, learn more, do more and become more,

Jon Cramer

YOU are a leader.”

Lori Stanley

Iowa BIG North
Learning and presenting our STEM
Best initiative at Capital while seeing
history in making in Iowa House.
Great kids doing amazing things!
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Osage DECA had a GREAT state competition!
So proud of all of the kids that went down to Des Moines to Compete.
Here are the final results !
Firstly -- Congratulations to Sammi Scharper who was elected to be
Vice President of Career Development! Sammi is Osage's first ever DECA state officer!
**Accounting Applications**
David Curha -- 1st Place Role Play One - 1st Place Role Play Two - 1st Place Test 1st Place Overall Champion -- International Qualifier
Gillian Johanns -- 3rd Place Role Play Two -- 3rd Place Overall -- International Qualifier
**Apparel and Accessories Marketing**
Emma Williams -- 2nd Place Role Play One
Alex Gentz -- 3rd Place Role Play Two -- Honorable Mention
**Hotel Lodging Management**
Hannah Sauve -- 2nd Place Role Play One -- 3rd Place Overall -- International Qualifier
**Human Resource Management**
Alexa Maakestad -- 3rd Place Test -- 3rd Place Role Play One
3rd Place Overall -- International Qualifier
**Sports and Entertainment Marketing**
Garrett Maakestad -- 3rd Place Test -- 3rd Place Role Play One -- Honorable
Mention
**Personal Financial Literacy**
Matthew Klaes -- 1st Place Test -- 2nd Place Role Play -- 2nd Place Overall
-- International Qualifier

**Principles of Business Management**
Alex Swenson -- 1st Place Test -- 3rd Place Overall -- International Qualifier
Wesley Smith -- Honorable Mention

Ben Grimm -- 2nd Place Test -- 3rd Place Overall -- International Qualifier

Haley Gents -- 3rd Place Role Play

**Buying and Merchandising Team Decision Making**
Joslyn Perrin and Emmi Taets -- 1st Place Role Play -- 1st Place Test -

**Principles of Finance**
Anna Miller -- 1st Role Play -- 2nd Overall -- International Qualifier

1st Place Overall Champion -- International Qualifiers

Brock Jennings -- Honorable Mention

**Marketing Communication Team Decision Making**
Jayce Goodale and Autumn O'Malley -- 3rd Place Role Play -- 3rd Place
Test -- 3rd Place Overall - International Qualifier Emma Williams

Dylan Aschenbrenner -- Honorable Mention

**FIDAB Scholarship**
Jacey Goodale

**Principles of Hospitality** (Osage Sweeps All!)
Taylor Spitz -- 1st Place Role Play -- 1st Place Test -- 1st Place Overall Champion -- International
Qualifier

IOWA
DECA
DECA prepares emerging leaders and entrepreneurs in marketing, finance, hospitality and
management in high schools and
colleges around the globe.

Jayden Hanson -- Honorable Mention

Olivia Dodd -- 2nd Place Role Play -- 2nd Place Overall -- International Qualifier
Laurel Burrington -- 3rd Place Role Play -- 3rd Place Overall -- International Qualifier
Annamari Milbrandt -- 1st Place Test -- Honorable Mention
**Principles of Marketing**
Katelynn Mostek -- 3rd Place Test -- 3rd Place Overall -- International Qualifier
Lindsay Hemann -- 2nd Place Test -- Honorable Mention
Erin Miller -- Honorable Mention
Klaire Chisholm -- Honorable Mention
Corin Johanns -- Honorable Mention
**Sports and Entertainment Marketing Promotional Plan**
Garrett Maakestad -- 3rd Place Test -- 2nd Place Overall -- International Qualifier
**Fashion Merchandising Marketing Promotional Plan**
Jacey Goodale -- 1st Place Test
Jacey Goodale/Alex Gentz/Autumn O'Malley -- 2nd Place Overall -- International Qualifier
**Start Up Business Plan**
Emma Williams -- 1st Place Overall -- International Qualifier
**M.O.M.** Award Winner -- Most Outstanding Member—Emma Williams
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Congratulations to the Osage FFA
Conducts of Meeting team as they
advance to districts.

What a great night at Sub-Districts! Everyone that competed for
Osage tonight advanced to districts! Congrats and keep working hard!

Speech Participants February 4, 2017
Division 1 ratings:
Ensemble Acting: Sara Murphy, Hailey Gentz, Division
Group Improv:
Sara Murphy, Garrett Maakestad,
Laurel Burrington, Julia Ringhofer
Short Film:
Macy Ott, Hannah Mauser, Tayler Adams, Matt Huisman,
Jenna Plotzke, Allison Jacobs, Corin Johanns, Tori Scott,
Sadie Clayton, Kate Mostek, Brenna Jacobs, Madi Johnson,
Michelle Wright, Jacy Hovde, and Garrett Meitner
Division 2 ratings:
Ensemble Acting Laurel Burrington, Matthew Klaes, and
Matt Huisman.

Solo Contest Results
Saturday, Feb 11
all 5-8 band students

Readers Theater: Alexa Maakestad, Rhianna Folkerts, Gillian Johanns, Claire Sullivan, Corin Johanns, Lauren Nasstrom, Joan Grimm, and Desiree Chanel

The following students earned Outstanding
Awards:

Chorale Reading: Alexa Maakestad, Rhianna Folkerts, Gillian Johanns, Claire Sullivan, Lauren Nasstrom, Joan Grimm,
Desiree Chanel, Alex Gentz, Autumn O'Malley, Allison Jacobs, and Tayler Adams

Ian Schwarting

5 th Grade: Maddie Brusewitz, Cael Ham, Jake
Miller, Kaitlyn Olson, Kendall Olson, and
6 th Grade: Mari Fox, Chase Potter, and Alexa
Thyer
7 th Grade: Lauren Swenson and Kabree Sullivan

Picture is curtesy
of Jim Cross,
Globe Gazette

8 th Grade: Andrew Thyer and Emily
Maliszewski
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Trifecta -- You Betcha! The Green Devils did the unthinkable by winning all three winter Top of Iowa
Conference championships. If you are counting at home, that is SIX conference championships during
the 2016-2017 school year. Fun Fact: That means Osage has been conference champs for every sports
season that the award was given.
A State Champion is Crowned! Congratulations to Brock Jennings for joining his brother Brady (and 52
other Osage Wrestlers) on the Osage State Wrestling Champions Wall of Fame! Brock crushed the competition in Des Moines pinning three opponents and scoring a major decision in another match. Hard
work pays off! State Wrestling results:
Brock Jennings -- Champion
Caleb Ring -- 5th Place
Derek Fox -- Qualifier
Joey Jacobs -- Qualifier
Zach Williams -- Qualifier
The Green Devil Boys Basketball team came to an end on Saturday, Feb 25th when the boys took on
GHV for a trip to state the hoopsters traveled to Clear Lake to take on Top of Iowa West Conference rival Garner-Hayfield Ventura. It was capacity crowd #3 vs #4 both 22-1. Only one would advance to
State. Osage lost a heartbreaker. Up 2 at half this game was close all night. Thank you players and fans
for an awesome season.
Unfortunately, the Green Devil Girls Basketball team came up short to a defensive minded Clear Lake
Lions team in regional play. Nothing to be ashamed of here though! The players and coaches left it all
out on the court until the finish -- coming up just three points short -- Lions 35 - Green Devils 32. Thanks
you Coach Erickson, Coach Neuendorf, Coach Olson, and Coach Knudsen for all of your hard work.
Listed below are conference awards that the girls brought home:
Top of Iowa Coach of the Year: Chad Erickson
1st Team All Conference: Brenna Jacobs
2nd Team All Conference: Madi Johnson and Gabby Schwarting
Honorable Mention All Conference: Riley Olson
Like Osage Sports? Have Twitter? Get all your updates and scores here -- @OsageAthletics

